My Three Years in America

ton for fresh instructions. If once Mr, Gerard learned that the
President now had the definite intention of mediating with a
view to peace, Colonel House thought he would be received
in a more friendly manner in Berlin.

I answered the Chancellor's last telegram as follows :

TELEGRAM IN CIPHER

" Washington, 5th October, 1916.

" No.

" Telegram No. 89 discussed according to instructions.
" No change here in the situation reported in telegrams
No. 100 and 101.
" In view of possibility of surprises in war and election, Wilson,
for reasons already stated, refuses to attempt mediation until
re-elected. Result of election, which is being fought exclusively
on foreign politics, uncertain. President showing surprising
firmness. If unrestricted submarine campaign unavoidable,
advise emphatically, postpone at least until after election*
Now, immediate rupture with United States would be certain ;
after election Wilson's mediation probable on the one hand;
on the other hand at least slight possibility of finding modus
vivendi by negotiation with United States."
The instructions from Berlin gave me occasion for repeated
conversations with Colonel House, The Imperial Government
were now ready to accept Mr. Wilson's League of Nations pro-
gramme, which provided for general disarmament, freedom of
the seas, and compulsory arbitration. My reports to Berlin
on this question had the result that on gth November the Chan-
cellor in a speech publicly espoused this programme, and that
I, at my own suggestion, received permission to communicate
officially the Chancellor's speech to the American Peace League,
which published my communication.
On the other hand, the Imperial Government desired that the
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